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Quality life is a necessity that shapes the nature of government policy decisions. Amongst these policies is the need to for provision of Public goods by the government at the expense of meeting the people’s needs. Public goods are non-excludable and nonrivalrous. A good that is non-excludable means that this good can be too costly and close to impossible for a single user to exclude others from using this good. And for the public interest, it is also nonrivalrous, referring to communal use whereby, if one is using such a good, the individual's use of it does not deny other individuals from using it. The other significant term is positive externalities, and a positive externality occurs when the production or use of good results in benefits for a third party. Thus, it is essential to determine whether the provision of public goods and externalities by the government gives them legitimacy based on the United States government. Thus this essay tends to prove that government’s decision to provide pubic goods for its people results to good and quality life for all citizens.
For most public goods, it is the government that is responsible for their provision. According to a study by Patrick Flavin, his findings show that a larger and more spendthrift government promotes greater happiness, others that more spending leads to lower levels of well-being, and still others that there is no discernable relationship between the size of government and quality of life1. For instance, it is impractical to charge a single person for the use of public good such as the United States army, it falls in for the government as their responsibility to offer this service. The United States Army serves in providing security services for the entire nation. This is because it is impossible to exclude other citizens from this service, especially when required to pay, yet they haven't paid. Besides, everyone feels happy when they feel secure and it is a role of the government to offer this security, thus citizens will be happier and live an active and free life when they are assured of their safety, and the safety of their properties resulting to a quality life.
Another public good is the parks. Parks form part of the urgent need for day-to-day living that almost everyone uses all across the United States. Its consumption is verily nonrivalrous and non-excludable. The private sector cannot provide it in sufficient quantities to serve the entire nation. Furthermore, it becomes easier to maintain and clean the parks from the government allocations of taxes than when it is to be charged for every person who uses the park. This will also be impossible because it will exclude those who cannot pay the pleasure of using the parks.
Additionally, individuals using the parks do not affect other individuals using the same, and of such, it is nonrivalrous3. Therefore, this explains why it falls for the government by law to provide this public good from taxes, which makes it legitimate. It is fair since the primary market mechanism cannot adequately provide this service to suit the general needs as it is nonrivalrous and non-excludable.
Another vital public good offering positive externalities provided by the government in the local states are public works. The city public works are responsible for the city's general maintenance by offering services such as snow removal, waste collections, road maintenance, and street maintenance. Jonathan Anomaly from Duke University affirms that government spending enhances the overall well-fare being of its citizens. This includes benefits of employment such as in the public works or services that improves and betters the lives of citizens especially youths. These services, by nature, are nonrivalrous and non-excludable, thus cannot be assigned to private entities. Hence, it is apparent that the government’s involvement in public goods and positive externalities such as public works is necessary since they are a real necessity for the public daily and costly. In as much as the private sectors can offer some public goods, some are exclusively for the government, such as the police and national security with the army. Their exclusivity of needs from the public makes them the government's legal right to offer and provide them for the general public, thus making them utterly legitimate. This, therefore, means that the nature of the public goods with regards to the cost of provision, nonrivalrous and non-excludable nature of the goods is the key factor that gives them legitimacy. This is undeniably true since government’s provision of public goods creates opportunities for its citizens empowering them, leading a happy, healthy and quality life.[endnoteRef:1] [1:  1Patrick Flavin, "State government public goods spending and citizens' quality of life," Social Science Research 78 (2019): xx, doi:10.1016/j.ssresearch.2018.11.004.
2 Jonathan Anomaly, "Public Goods and Government Action," SSRN Electronic Journal, 2013, xx, doi:10.2139/ssrn.2285800.
3. 1. J. S. Shortle and T. Uetake, "Public Goods and Externalities: Agri-environmental Policy Measures in the United States," OECD Food, Agriculture and Fisheries Papers, 2015, xx, doi:10.1787/5js08hwhg8mw-en
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